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The case of Mrs. Joseph M. Kraus,
who had her employer, Edward B.
Grossman, head of the firm of P. N.
Matthews, women's outfitters, ar-

rested, charged with having forcibly
kissed her, should teach a lesson to
any woman who contemplates ex-

posing an employer for the same rea-
son.

Mrs. Kraus declared she took this
step in the hope of saving other girls
from the same , disagreeable expe-

rience and that she intended to have
Mr. Grossman punished, but, in the
slang of the day, "it can't be done."

Not so long ago I had occasion to
go to a business office, and when I
entered I thought the place deserted.
However, I detected a solid mass of
black leaning up against the window,
so I coughed--1 discreetly. The solid
mass disentangled itself and separat-
ed into five men, each wearing a
sheepish grin.

I looked heyond them through the
window and, in the office across the
areaway, I saw a man of about forty-fiv- e

holding and kissing a girl who
was trying to get away from him.

The men tittered, but I did not I
have heard so many girls tell of in-- v

dignities endured tnat tney mignt
hold positions, or positions sacrificed
because they would not, endure in-

dignities, that I felt furiously angry.
"THat's the third girlj in a month

that duffer's had," the bookkeeper
explained.

"She ought to havehim arrested,"'
I cried, and at that time I believed
it, but

Mrs. Kraus tells a very plausible
story. She claims that Grossman
showed from the first day she entered
the employ of the firm that he was
attracted by her, and, a week later,
he caught her on the stairway, held
her against her struggles, and kissed'and squeezed her.

The case came "up in the New Mor

gfrHNftgrf- -

als Court, a court intended to han-
dle and punish such cases, but Gross-
man, through his counsel, obtained a
continuance.

After this there followed quite a
few more continuances and Gross-
man objected to almost every judge
until he and his attorney finally-agree-

to let Judge Torrison try the
case.

Mrs, Kraus, perhaps becoming a lit-
tle fearful when she discovered how
a man with money and a lawyer can
juggle things of this sort, hired a
lawyer in her own defense, to act as
assistant counsel to Assistant City
Prosecuting Attorney Schwartz. -

This lawyer, Mark Sullivan, claims
that Schwartz refused to let him act
as assistant counsel on behalf of Mrs.
Kraus, and Schwartz has allowed

, evidence to be admitted that has
tended very materially to defame the
character of Mrs. Kraus.

The odd part of the whole thing is
that it would seem as though Mrs.
Kraus were the defendant. Witnesses
with marvelous memories for faces
have been produced who, having seen
Mrs. Kraus once, can swear, under
oath, that they recognize her and re-
member that on the very afternoon
she testified Grossman insulted her
she was Intoxicated. Even a street
car conductor can remember this.

Women are testifying that Mrs.
Kraus told them she had been drink-
ing, which is such a very likely tale.

Grossman, himself, if he is Inno-
cent, seems to have no idea of the
seriousness of the charge made
against him, nor how contemptible
Jhe is, if he is guilty. His replies are
absolutely flippant.

Asked if he had pinched Mrs.
Kraus, he 'replied: ' "v

"Not a pinch", no."
Asked if he had squeezed her, he

answered:
. "Never a squeeze.'no."

The case will probably be decidfci


